The Empty Valley Collection #1: Stages

Master Si asked the Sixth Grand Master, "What must be done in order to be able not to fall into stages?"
The grand master said, "What have you done?"
Si said, "I don't even do the holy truths."
The grand master said, "What stage do you fall into?"
Si said, "If even the holy truths are undone, what stages are there to fall into?"
The grand master said, "So true, so true. Keep it carefully. I will put it in verse:
The ground of mind contains seeds:
When it rains everywhere, they all sprout.
When suddenly enlightened, fancy feelings cease:
The fruit of enlightenment matures of itself.

The Empty Valley Collection #2: Not Only Caoqi

Shitou came to Master Si's place.
Si asked, "Where are you coming from?"
Shitou said, "I've come from Caoqi."
Si then held up a fly whisk and said, "In Caoqi, is there this?"
Shitou said, "Not just Caoqi; it's not even in India."
Si said, "You haven't been to India, have you?"
Shitou said, "If I went, it would be there."
Si said, "Not yet—say more."
Shitou said, "Don't depend entirely on me—you should say a half too."
Si said, "I don't decline to tell you, but I fear later on no one would accept it."

The Empty Valley Collection #3: Roaming the Mountains

Yaoshan was roaming the mountains with Yunyan.
The sword at his side made noise.
Yunyan said, "What is making that sound?"
Yaoshan immediately drew the sword and abruptly made a chopping gesture.

The Empty Valley Collection #4: The Deepest Depth

A monk asked Daowu, "Master, what is your deepest point?"
Daowu got off his meditation bench, curtseyed, and said, "Thank you for coming from afar, but there's nothing to entertain you with."

The Empty Valley Collection #5: Yunyan calls on Yaoshan

When Yunyan first called on Yaoshan, Yaoshan asked, "Where are you coming from?"
Yunyan said, "Baizhang."
Yaoshan asked, "What sayings does Baizhang have?"
Yunyan said, "Sometimes he says a single statement contains all hundred flavors."
Yaoshan said, "Savory is savory, bland is bland; neither savory nor bland is the flavor of the ordinary. What is the statement containing all hundred flavors?"
Then he said, "What about present birth and death?"
Yunyan said, "There is no birth and death present."
Yaoshan said, "Twenty years with Baizhang, and yet your mundane mentality is still not gone."
Yaoshan then asked, "What other teachings does elder brother Hai [Baizhang] expound?"
Yunyan said, "Sometimes he says, ‘See outside the three statements, understand outside the six statements.'"
Yaoshan said, "Three thousand miles away, happily there's no connection."
Yaoshan then asked, "What else does he teach?"
Yunyan said, "Once, after an address, as the crowd was leaving the hall he called them back. When the crowd turned their heads, he said, "What is it?"
Yaoshan said, "Why didn't you say so before!"
Yunyan had insight at these words.

The Empty Valley Collection #6: Jiashan and the Boatman

Jiashan called on the Boatman.
The Boatman asked, "Letting down a line a thousand feet, the intent is in the depths; a tongue's length away from the hook, why don't you speak?"
As Jiashan was about to open his mouth, the boatman knocked him into the water. As he was getting out, the Boatman hit him again.
The Boatman said, "Play as you will with the line on the rod; without invading the pure waves, the intent is inherently distinct."
Jiashan proceeded to ask, "What is your purpose in casting line and hook?"
The Boatman said, "The purpose is ‘with the line hanging in the clear water, the float determines whether or not anything's there.' Speak up, speak up!"
Jiashan said, "The words are imbued with mystery but go nowhere; the tongue talks without talking."
The Boatman said, "I've fished all the river waves, and this is the first time I've come across one with golden scales."
Jiashan covered his ears.
The Boatman said, "Right!"

The Empty Valley Collection #7: My Province is Peaceful

Yaoshan asked Novice Gao, "I hear the capital city is really bustling."
The novice said, "My province is peaceful."
Yaoshan said joyfully, "Did you get it from reading scripture, or from making inquires?"
The novice said, "I didn't get it from reading scriptures or from making inquiries."
Yaoshan said "Lots of people don't read scripture and don't make inquiries—why don't they get it?"
The novice said, "I wouldn't say they don't get it, just that they won't take responsibility for it."

The Empty Valley Collection #8: A Monk Questions Shishuang

A monk asked Shishuang, "What is your deepest profundity?"
Shishuang said, "A lock without a spring wiggles both ways."

The Empty Valley Collection #9: The Purpose of the Founder

A monk asked Dongshan, "What was the purpose of the Founding Teacher in coming from the West?"
Dongshan said, "I'll tell you when the Dong River flows backward."

The Empty Valley Collection #10: An Answer about Buddha

A monk asked Jiashan, "What is Buddha?"
Jiashan said, "Here there is no guest or host."
The monk said, "Who do you usually talk to?"
Jiashan said, "Manjusri's carrying water for me; Samantabhadra hasn't cut the flowers yet."

The Empty Valley Collection #11: Myriad Doors All Open

Master Yungai asked Shishuang, "I don't ask about myriad doors all being closed; how is it when myriad doors are all open?"
Shihshuang said, "What's going on inside?"
Yungai had no reply. Only after half a year was he able to say, "No one can meet him."
Shishuang said, "That's saying quite a bit, but it only says eighty percent."
Yungai said, "What about you, master?"
Shishuang said, "No one can know him."

The Empty Valley Collection #12: Coloring

A monk asked Jiufeng, "Why can't painting with a single brush depict Master Zhi's true likeness?"
Jiufeng said, "But Sengyao acknowledged master Zhi."
The monk said, "I wonder who vouches for Sengyao."
Jiufeng said, "A black turtle bows its head to the pillars of the polar mountain."

The Empty Valley Collection #13: Affirmation and Negation

A monk asked Shaoshan, "Where affirmation and negation do not reach, is there any statement or not?"
Shaoshan said, "There is."
The monk asked, "What is the statement?"
Shaoshan said, "A bit of white cloud doesn't show ugliness."

The Empty Valley Collection #14: The Founder's Purpose

A monk asked Liangshan, "What was the purpose of the founding teacher in coming from the West?"
Liangshan said, "Don't speak out of order."

The Empty Valley Collection #15: The Stone Tortoise

A monk asked Longya, "What was the purpose of the founding teacher coming from the West?"
Longya said, "When a stone tortoise can speak, then I'll tell you."

The Empty Valley Collection #16: Peach Blossoms

Lingyun became enlightened on seeing peach blossoms.

The Empty Valley Collection #17: Description of the Monument of the National Teacher

Emperor Suzong asked National Teacher Zhong, "After you pass away, what will you need?"
He said, "Make me a seamless stupa."
The emperor said, "I request of the master a description of the stupa."
The teacher remained silent for a good while, then said, "Does Your Majesty understand?"
The emperor said, "I don't understand."
The teacher said, "I have communicated the teaching to Danyuan; he is an expert in this matter. Please call him and ask him."

The Empty Valley Collection #18: Drinking up West River

Layman Pang asked great master Ma, "Who is it that does not associate with myriad things?"
The master said, "When you can drink up the water of the West River in one mouthful, then I'll tell you."

The Empty Valley Collection #19: A Monk Questions Changsha

A monk asked Changsha, "Does the original human become a Buddha?"
Changsha said, "You tell me—does the emperor of all China cut grass?"

The Empty Valley Collection #20: Yunyan and Nanquan

Daowu went with Yunyan to Nanquan's place.
Nanquan asked, "What is your name?"
Daowu said, "Zongzhi," which means knowledge of the source.
Nanquan said, "Where knowledge doesn't reach, how can that be a source?"
Daowu said, "I avoid speaking of it altogether."
Nanquan said, "Clearly, if you speak of it, horns grow on your head."
Another day Daowu and Yunyan were doing some sewing. Nanquan passed by; seeing them, he again posed the question, "Ascetic Daowu, the other day it was said that where knowledge doesn't reach is not to be spoken of, for if you speak of it horns grow on your head. How should one put it into practice?" Daowu got right up and went into the common hall.

The Empty Valley Collection #21: Drinking Tea

As soon as Zhaozhou saw a monk coming, he asked, "Have you ever been here?"
The monk said, "Never."
Zhaozhou said, "Go drink tea."
Again he asked a monk, "Have you ever been here?"
The monk said, "Yes."
Zhaozhou said, "Go drink tea."

The Empty Valley Collection #22: A Turtle

As master Dasui and a monk were walking along, they saw a turtle.
The monk asked, "All creatures have their bones inside their skin; why does this creature have its skin inside its bones?"
Dasui placed a straw sandal on the turtle's back.
The monk was speechless.

The Empty Valley Collection #23: Nanquan Kills a Cat

At Nanquan's there were senior monks in both halls arguing ceaselessly over a cat.
Nanquan took the high seat, held up the cat, and said, "If you can speak, I won't kill it."
No one answered.
Nanquan thereupon got rid of the cat.
It was night time before Zhaozhou got there.
Nanquan told him the foregoing story.
Zhaozhou took off one of his straw sandals, put it on his head, and left.
Nanquan said, "If you had come earlier, you'd have saved the cat."

The Empty Valley Collection #24: Living in the Mountains

A monk asked Yunju Hongjiao, "What is the ultimate purpose of monkhood, after all?"
Yunju said, "Better live on a mountain."

The Empty Valley Collection #25: Burning a Buddha

One day when it was freezing cold, master Danxia lodged at a temple he was passing by. He took a wooden statue of an arhat from the shrine and made a fire with it. The abbot of the temple was so angry his eyebrows fell out.
Touzi cited this and said, "Not knowing how to be a guest makes trouble for the host."

The Empty Valley Collection #26: A Chicken Roosts in a Phoenix Nest

When Luopu first called on Jiashan, Jiashan said, "A chicken roosting in a phoenix nest is not the same species—get out."
Luopu said, "I've come from afar for your way; please deal with me."
Jiashan said, "There's no you there, and no me here."
Luopu thereupon shouted.
Jiashan said, "Now don't be careless and hasty; you should know clouds and moon are the same, while valley and mountain differ. It's not that you can't cut off the tongue of everyone on earth, but how can you make a tongueless person speak?"
Luopu had nothing to say.
Jiashan thereupon hit him.
Touzi, citing this, said, "When you get here, how can you make a statement expressing the same experience, an extension of the same spirit?" Then he answered himself, "A pair of embroidered phoenixes without eyes soar into the void, passing through the blue sky."

The Empty Valley Collection #27: Buddha

A monk asked Sushan, "What is Buddha?"
Sushan said, "Why don't you ask about old Sushan?"

The Empty Valley Collection #28: Returning to the Root and Getting the Essence

A monk asked master Chongyun "What is returning to the root and getting the essence?"
Chongyun said, "Having forgotten already, not recalling worldly life."

The Empty Valley Collection #29: The Realm of Jiashan

A monk asked Jiashan, "What is the realm of Jiashan?"
Jiashan said, "A monkey embracing her young goes back behind the green peaks; a bird with a flower in its beak alights before the blue cliff."

The Empty Valley Collection #30: Emerging in the World

A monk asked Caoshan, "What is it like before a Buddha emerges in the world?"
Caoshan said, "I do not compare."
The monk asked, "What about after emerging in the world?"
Caoshan said, "Not comparable to me."

The Empty Valley Collection #31: Nowhere to Hide

A monk asked Yunju, "Where there is nothing to learn at all, how does one become established?"
Yunju said, "There is no place to be established."
The monk said, "Why bother to do Buddhist service?"
Yunju said, "It's not the same as producing an enlightening influence."

The Empty Valley Collection #32: The Ancient Tune

A monk asked Fengxue, "The ancient tune has no notes—how can one harmonize?"
Fengxue said, "A wooden rooster crows at midnight, a straw dog howls at dawn."

The Empty Valley Collection #33: The Fire Ending the Eon

A monk asked Touzi, "How is it when the fire ending the eon blazes?"
Touzi said, "Terribly cold."

The Empty Valley Collection #34: Enlightenment

Master Mi Hu had a monk ask Yangshan, "Do people nowadays need enlightenment or not?"
Yangshan said, "It's not that there's no enlightenment, but how can they help falling into the secondary?"
Mi Hu deeply agreed with this.
Touzi, citing this, said, "While Yangshan is right in saying this, can he escape falling himself? If he can escape, there is someone else who still greatly disagrees. If he cannot escape, he too falls into the secondary. As for Mi Hu, while he agreed with him, did he himself have his own way out? You people try to check. If you can find out, both men are liberated. If you can't find out, for now don't be hasty."

The Empty Valley Collection #35: There Was a Saying

Jingqing asked Xuefeng, "A man of old had a saying…"
Xuefeng immediately fell over prostrate. After a while he got up and said, "What did you ask?"
Jingqing asked again.
Xuefeng said, "Here's a guy who lives in vain and dies uselessly."

The Empty Valley Collection #36: Yunmen and Mingjiao

One day Yunmen asked Mingjiao, "How many biscuits have you eaten today?"
Mingjiao said, "Five."
Yunmen said, "How many have the pillars eaten?"
Mingjiao said, "Please have tea in the tea room."

The Empty Valley Collection #37: Six Doors

A monk asked Yunju, "How is it when the six doors are not illuminated?"
Yunju said, "Not involved in objects."
The monk said, "What is beyond?"
Yunju said, "The careful are not guarded."

The Empty Valley Collection #38: Fengxue and Huanglong

When Fengxue first went to Huanglong, Huanglong asked, "Rock edges pierce the road through the clouds; what is the sense of the hanging vines?"
Fengxue said, "Red haze cages the jade icon; enveloping the soaring mountains, it lights up the river plain."
Huanglong said, "They come together."
Fengxue said, "Master, lower your voice."

The Empty Valley Collection #39: Xuefeng and Nanji

When master Xuefeng escorted Elder Nanji out, he curtseyed like a woman.
Yunji folded his hands and said, "Yes, yes."
Xuefeng shaded his eyes with his hand, [as if to gaze into the distance], then went back.

The Empty Valley Collection #40: The Great Man Does Not Get Up

When the great man Fu met the emperor of Liang, he didn't get up.
A court minister asked, "Why didn't you get up when you met the emperor?"
The great man said, "If the ground of reality were to move, all would be insecure."
Touzi cited this and said, "Yes, but to stabilize a nation and settle disorder actually depends on someone reliable; to set up the teaching and clarify the source, it is necessary to rely on an adept. But if opportunities are not engaged fittingly, faults fill the sky. If powerful function is incomplete, civilizing influence is reduced by half. If you rely on taking the high to the low, then a withered tree has a powerful pulse. If you keep your legs crossed to the end, then the sadness will be the same over ten thousand miles."

The Empty Valley Collection #41: Familiarity

A monk asked Shoushan, "What is a student to be familiar with?"
Shoushan said, "When the fifth nine-day period of the lunar year is ended, again we meet the spring."
The monk said, "What about the ultimate?"
Shoushan said, "When winter's gone, Cold Food is on the 105th day."

The Empty Valley Collection #42: Cake

A monk asked Yunmen, "What is talk transcending Buddhas and transcending masters?"
Yunmen said, "A cake."

The Empty Valley Collection #43: What is Personally Communicated

A monk asked Xuansha, "What is personally communicated?"
Xuansha said, "I am a son of the Xie family."

The Empty Valley Collection #44: Gapped Teeth Grow Fuzz

A monk asked Zhaozhou, "What is the meaning of the founding teacher's coming from the West?"
Zhaozhou said, "Gapped teeth grow fuzz."

The Empty Valley Collection #45: The Jewel of Reality

A monk asked master Yong of Yangshan, "What is the jewel of the reality-body?"
Yong said, "The shrikes haven't stopped chattering in the branches—how would phoenixes stay with them?"

The Empty Valley Collection #46: Gazing at the Mountains in Daytime

A monk asked Yunmen, "What was the intention of the founding teacher's coming from the West?"
Yunmen said, "Gazing at the mountains in daytime."

The Empty Valley Collection #47: A Dragon Lodging in a Phoenix Nest

Jiashan was chief cook at Guishan's.
Guishan asked, "What vegetables are we going to eat today?"
Jiashan said, "Two years share one spring."
Guishan said, "Do a good job, Tiger."
Jiashan said, "A dragon is lodging in a phoenix nest."

The Empty Valley Collection #48: Chickens and Ducks

A monk asked master Baling, "Are the meaning of the masters and the meaning of the teachings the same or different?"
Baling said, "When chickens are cold, they roost in the trees; when ducks are cold, they dive into the water."

The Empty Valley Collection #49: Ordinary and Saintly

A monk asked Touzi, "How far apart are the ordinary and the saintly?"
Touzi got off his meditation seat and stood.

The Empty Valley Collection #50: Asking Zhaozhou the Way

A monk asked Zhaozhou, "What is the way?"
Zhaozhou said, "The one outside the city wall."
The monk said, "I'm not asking about this way."
Zhaozhou said, "What way are you asking about?"
The monk said, "The Great Way."
Zhaozhou said, "The great way goes to the capital."

